
FLORIDA MINOR NAME CHANGE INSTRUCTIONS 
 
Name Change Petition: 
This form should be used when parents want the court to change the name of 
their minor child(ren).  For the purposes of this proceeding, a person under the 
age or 18 is a minor.  This form is not to be used in connection with an adoption 
or paternity action. If you want a change of name for your child(ren) because of 
an adoption or paternity action that is not yet final, the change of name should be 
done as part of that case. 
 
This form should be typed of printed in black ink.  The primary petition should 
only be completed for one child.  If you wish to change the names of more than 
one child, you should complete and file a Supplemental Form for Petition for 
Change of Name (Minor Child) for each child.  The supplemental form is an 
attachment to the petition.  Be sure that the bottom of each page of each 
supplemental form is initialed by the petitioner(s).  You must obtain a copy of 
the child(ren)’s fingerprints taken by a law enforcement agency and attach it to 
the petition.  There may be a charge for the fingerprinting which you will have to 
pay.  After completing this form, you should sign the form before a notary public 
or deputy clerk. You should file the original with the clerk of the circuit court in 
the county where you live and keep a copy for your records. 
 

What should I do next? 
 
If both parents agree to the change of name and live in the country where the 
change of name is sought, you may both file as petitioners.  In this situation, 
service is not necessary, and you need only to set a hearing.  You should ask 
the clerk of court, family law intake staff, or judicial assistant about the local 
procedure for setting a hearing. 
 
If only one parent is a resident of the country where the change of name(s) is 
sought or only one parents asks for the child(ren)’s name(s) to be changed, the 
other parent must be notified and his or her consent obtained, if possible.  If the 
other parent consents to the change of name, a Consent for Change of Name 
(Minor child(ren)),   Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 
12.982(d), should be filed.     
 
Consent for Change of Name: 
This form should be used when one parent consents to the other parent’s petition 
to change the name of their minor child(ren).  A parent who is not a petitioner in 
the case but is consenting to the change of name should complete this form and 
sign it in front a notary public of a deputy clerk. 
 
This form should also be typed or printed in black ink.  After it is signed and 
notarized you should file it with the clerk of the circuit court in the county where 
the petition was filed and keep a copy for your records.  This form should be 


